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NORTH LUFFENHAM PARISH COUNCIL


	Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held at the North Luffenham Community Centre at 7.30pm on Monday January 21st 2013 



	Present: Cllr. Overington, (Chairman) ,  Cllr Cade, Cllr Read,  Cllr Mrs Riordan, Cllr  Tobin, & Cllr Miss Lloyd

Also in attendance: Mr. I Ferguson, Parish Clerk,  County Cllr Miss Waller

PUBLIC FORUM. There were 2 members of the public present but as no issues were raised the meeting proper commenced



	ITEM
	ACTION

	1. APOLOGIES 

These had been received from Cllrs Ellis and Sewell.  County Cllr Bool had also sent his apologies.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None


	

	3. MINUTES OF MEETING OF DECEMBER 3rd 2012

These had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. Cllr Read requested that under item 7 the paragraph on Welfare Reform be changed to read “…..plan to attend the workshop on behalf the Village Trust and the Parish Council and they will report back” .  The minutes were approved subject to this change. The Clerk will make the change, get the minutes signed and circulate the corrected version
	Clerk

Clerk



	4. MATTERS ARISING

· Dispensation requests. The clerk said that he had now received dispensation    requests re precept setting from Cllrs Sewell and Cade.  It was AGREED that the dispensation be granted effective up to May 2015.

· Spire Homes.  The Clerk reported that Spire Homes contractors had done the tree works at the bungalows in Butt Lane on January 9th but as far as he could tell they had not needed vehicular access to the Oval.

· Village sign in Lyndon Road. The Clerk reported that it has now re-appeared  
· Hedge on Edith Weston Rd. The Clerk had sent a reminder to RCC and the hedge has now been cut back.

· Welfare reform workshop. Cllr Read attended this meeting with Andrew Barrett of the Village Trust. The general tenor of the meeting was that it was not practical for the administration of Crisis loans to be passed to local councils. However this will be discussed more fully at The Parish Council Forum on January 28th which Cllr Read and the Clerk plan to attend.  Cllr Read will report back at the next meeting.


	Cllr Read

	5. VILLAGE WEBSITE

The Chairman commented that this was progressing well and thanked Wayne Bishop (who was in the public area) for all his work. The Clerk said that he is now managing the PC page directly and he would like to extend the ability to do this to other groups but we first need a set of “user guidelines” Mr Bishop has set up legal security disclaimers and encouraged all Councillors to check that out. He has also posted on the web-site a “new post tutorial.” There are so far 20 subscribers and Mr Bishop encouraged all Councillors to be subscribers then they can more easily monitor what is being posted. It was AGREED that Cllr Mrs Riordan would take the lead in drafting user guidelines (Cllr Overington will help) and we will defer inviting other groups to manage their own pages until the rules are in place.  County Councillor Miss Waller mentioned “Head Teachers Headlines” in which we can promote our own site.


	Cllr Mrs Riordan



	6. CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk had received a letter from RCC re “Social Fund Reform”. This has already been covered under item 4, above.

7. FINANCE

· The Finance report was sent out with the agenda and was accepted by the Council. The Clerk explained that the report was in a slightly different format as he had split the accounts into 2 sets (PC and Trust) and so he had shown the 2 balances reconciled to the 3 NLPC bank accounts. However because the new trust cheque book account is not yet open the balances are not yet in their respective correct accounts and this will be rectified by a balancing payment when the new account has been set up. 

· Council Tax Support Grant The Clerk had had a meeting with Mr Steve Coe of RCC who had explained this scheme. In effect RCC are not getting full funding from central government for Council Tax Benefit which means that even though our precept remains the same the Band D equivalent for North Luffenham will increase slightly. It has no effect on the parish precept calculation and thus the Clerk has formally requested the precept of £7900 as agreed at the last meeting.

· Field Gardens (Trustee) Investment Policy.  The Chairman advised the meeting that this is still under review following amendments proposed by Cllr Mrs Riordan during discussion at the Finance Committee.
	Clerk

Cllr Overington

Cllr Mrs Riordan

	8. PLANNING

· Horse and Panniers change of use. Cllr Tobin reported that the planning committee had sent a neutral response. However he will raise the question as to whether as a grade 2 listed building use can be changed if the original reason for being listed was as a Public House. 

· Woodyard development.  Cllr Tobin has now received all the plans for the new homes and the site layout. He needs to respond by February 6th. It was noted that there is still no footpath on Edith Weston Rd and Cllr Tobin will push for that as it has been planned for by RCC for many years.  County Cllr Miss Waller asked to be copied in to any correspondence re this as she is prepared to help argue the case. The plans are in the public domain and Cllr Tobin will let all know the reference number.


	Cllr Tobin

Cllr Tobin

Cllr Tobin



	9
COMMUNITY RECREATION FACILITIES (CRF)

Draft questionnaire and CRF minutes had been circulated with the agenda. Note the group is renamed to be “Facilities”. The Terms of Reference were agreed as drafted pending response from questionnaire. There was some discussion on the questionnaire and the following ACTIONS agreed re the questionnaire

· Include name and address of respondent

· Insert “some of” before “these are listed below”

· Make reference to a possible future public meeting

· Distribute via the usual house-to-house distribution

It was further agreed that “Trees Policy” is a separate issue.

Noted that discussions on the management of “The Community Wing” are continuing.


	Cllr Read

Clerk



	10 TREES POLICY

At the last meeting (December 3rd) it was suggested that the arboricultural survey should be brought forward and there were other points raised and minuted under item 11 of the December 3rd minutes.  Cllr Cade will address these before the next meeting and report back. 


	Cllr Cade

	11 DIGBY FARM

Cllr Overington  and Cllr Cade are to arrange to meet with  Cty Cllr Miss Waller and Cty Cllr Bool within the next 2 weeks to discuss RCC’s response to the questions which had been raised concerning the compost site.

12 BUS SHELTERS

Concerning the proposal for a bus shelter at Pinfold Lane, and possibly one at the Kings Rd bus stop, the Clerk read out a letter he had received from RCC which indicated that there may be grants available for this and that the cost to the PC may be only £500 per shelter.  Cty Cllr Miss Waller cautioned that some bus routes are under review which may result in only one pick-up point per village. It was agreed that the Clerk will go back to RCC, confirm our request for one Bus Shelter at Pinfold Lane and ask to be advised if we are successful in obtaining the grant.  The advantages of the site should be emphasised (proximity to senior citizens’ homes, existence of a lay-by etc.)

13 OVAL REPORT (for this item the Council is acting as Trustee) 
The Annual play area inspection by Wicksteed will be on March 6th.

New play equipment  Cllr Miss Lloyd is looking into the options afforded by the developer contribution arising from the new housing development.

14 FIELD GARDENS REPORT (for this item the Council is acting as Trustee)
The Clerk reported that he had sent out 34 tenancy agreements to cover the renewal of 41 allotments (out of 45).  In reply 15 had paid, 2 had said they did not want to renew, leaving 17 still to respond.

15 DATE OF NEXT MEETING   -  Monday March 25th 2013
16 AOB

· Neighbourhood Watch - Cllr Cade had noted that all villages are being encouraged to have a scheme.  North Luffenham does not have one.  Cllr Cade will contact Katy Ellis about putting a piece in the parish magazine on the topic and also encouraging parishioners to subscribe to the website. 

· School Closure - Cllr Tobin asked who decided to close the school due to snow on Jan 21st.  Cty Cllr Miss Waller said it is the responsibility of the Head Teacher to make the decision with due consideration for the health and safety of the children.

	Cllr Overington

Clerk

Cllr Cade

	There being no further business the meeting closed at 9-15 pm.

Signed​___________________________  Chairman      Date______________
	


Finance Report - Positions at January 14th 2013
Monies paid since last meeting
	A
	Ian Ferguson salary + expenses due 31/12/12
	£781-28

	B
	Neil Atkins salary due 31/12/12
	     £75-00

	C
	Society of Local Council Clerks
	£75-00

	D
	Colin Heasell
	£75-00

	E
	E.ON
	£102-00


Account balances 

	a
	HSBC Current a/c
	£2,415-23

	b
	HSBC Money Manager a/c
	£3,929-41


    C

FG/Oval Trust HSBC dividend account


      £8,938-97






Total




     £15,283-61

Represented as:-

North Luffenham  PC






£10204-06

North Luffenham FG/Oval trust




£  5079-55






Total



£15283-61

To be paid  

NONE

