NORTH LUFFENHAM PARISH COUNCIL

	Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held at the North Luffenham Community Centre at 7.30pm on Monday September 1st 2014 



	Present: Cllr Cade, (Chairman) Cllr Sewell (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Smith, Cllr Ellis, Cllr Barnes Cllr Overington, Cllr Mrs Riordan and Cllr Cummings 

Also in attendance: Mr. I Ferguson, (Parish Clerk),   Cty Cllr Miss Waller and Cty Cllr Bool

There were 9 members of the public present and the following issues were raised in the Public Forum 

ARBORICULTURAL SURVEY

Mr Heasell thanked the Parish Council for letting him read the report. He hoped that the PC will carry out the recommendations contained in it. The Chairman replied that the urgent items will be done as soon as possible and “priority 1” items in the spring.  Mrs Lawson asked whether the survey report could be posted on the website. The Clerk will investigate how possible this is.

FOX & HOUNDS

The new owner, Mr Jason Allen, gave an update on refurbishments. There is much work to be done to bring the pub up to the standard he wants. In particular, a new kitchen, rewiring, plumbing and upgrade the gas supply. When complete he anticipates the interior will be similar to the Horse & Jockey in Manton. Mr Allen hopes to open in December.

WOODLAND PATH

Mr Homer asked whether any decision had been made regarding the route of the path through the new woodland area. The Chairman replied “No”.

COMMUNITY RECREATION FACILITY GROUP

Since the last meeting, there had been correspondence between Kate Wilford of Oval Close and the PC. She had been concerned about the activities of the CRF group, their perceived intention to build on the Oval, and that 2 members of the Group were also parish councillors. The Clerk had sent a detailed reply to her about a week before the meeting. However Ms Wilford made the following points from the public area

· Was the reply the view of the Clerk or the Parish Council? The Clerk explained that several councillors had had input to the letter and all had approved it.

· If the PC were asked to vote on a development on the Oval would the councillors who happened to be members of the CRF group be required to leave the room?  Cllr Overington said it would depend on the nature of the interest.

The Chairman said that many of her questions should be directed to the CRF group on a separate occasion but confirmed, once again, that The Parish Council has no plans to build on the Oval.

The meeting proper then commenced

	ITEM
	ACTION

	1. APOLOGIES

            None

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Cade declared an interest in item 12 (grass cutting) by virtue of being Chairman of the North Luffenham Cricket Club.  Cllr Cummings declared an interest in item 6 (NLPCC grant) by virtue of being Treasurer to the North Luffenham Parochial Church Council.


	

	3. MINUTES OF MEETING OF JULY 21st 2014 

These had been circulated to Councillors and were signed by the Chairman as being a true record.
	

	4. MATTERS ARISING

Military dogs.   There are currently some 64 kennels at St George’s barracks and due to forthcoming changes that will increase to 240. There is therefore concern about noise levels. On behalf of the PC Cllr Overington attended a meeting at the Dogs Trust site near Wymeswold which, it was suggested by the Army, would be something of a model for their new complex. Also present were Cty Cllr Miss Waller, Major Richard Hart (responsible for dogs at St Georges barracks), a representative from Edith Weston PC and Craig Howat (Senior enviromental Officer at RCC). They were shown round the complex. It is a modern site and is designed to reduce dog noise, although more internally than externally which is not surprising in view of the site’s isolated location. Furthermore, Major Hart had indicated that he would have little influence over the final design of the complex. Consequently, Cllr Overington considered it important to ensure that discussions were held between all the involved parties at an early stage in the design process, before a planning application was submitted. Cty Cllr Miss Waller confirmed that the normal planning process will pertain but she will arrange a meeting with the Planning Officer at RCC for a preliminary discussion with PC representatives, and will copy in the Chief Executive. 

Fox & Hounds.   Cllr Cade has completed the form for registering the Pub as a Community Asset and the Clerk will despatch it 

Bike racks.  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated an e-mail from RCC in which we are advised that as it is proposed to site the bike racks on Spire Homes land we need planning permission + village consultation. Jason Allen, speaking from the public area said he proposed having cycle stands in the Fox & Hounds car park.  The Clerk will ascertain if planning permission would be required should we choose a different site.

Speed Limits     The Clerk reported that RCC had carried out a speed survey which supported a reduction to 30 mph on Edith Weston Road. The police are therefore going to do their own survey and if they get similar results then it is likely that the reduction could be granted. The Clerk will follow this up. Meanwhile Cty Clly Bool will raise this at Cabinet on September 2nd.

Exterior panel  was installed on July 24th 

Open meeting on August 11th   Some 25 villagers attended this meeting at which there was a presentation on the “Good Neighbour Scheme” As a result a scheme was set up in North Luffenham under the direction of Mr Paul Cummings.  There followed a presentation on “Neighbourhood Watch” but this was not taken further.

3rd notice board.  The Clerk had nothing to report as yet and this will be carried forward.  It was noted that there is no budget provision for a 3rd notice board 
	Cllr Overington

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	5.         CORRESPONDENCE
· Kate Wilford.  Correspondence with Kate Wilford had been discussed extensively in the public forum

· Rutland Community Council had written asking the PC to review its membership. We are not currently members and membership is £45 pa. However the Good Neighbour Scheme referred to in item 4 above comes under their umbrella so we should consider this further. To this end the Clerk will circulate their annual report and all councillors are asked to look at the website so that we can make a decision at the next meeting.

· Rutland Citizens Advice Bureau have invited a representative from the PC to their AGM on October 7th. Anyone interested should contact the Clerk.
	All

Clerk



	6.        6           FINANCE REPORT (GENERAL BUSINESS)

· The Finance report had been circulated prior to the meeting and all payments were approved

· Donation to North Luffenham Parochial Church Council. The Clerk pointed out that this request is normally received in April but there had been no such request this year. Cllr Cummings thought that an application for grant will be forthcoming.  He also advised the PC that the cost to the PCC of maintaining the graveyard is some £2178 pa

· Audit commission return.  This has been approved by the external auditors with the caveat that in future reports we separate out precept from Local Council Tax Support grant.  It is also noted that there will be no fee payable.

7         PLANNING
Cllr Smith,  who Chairs the planning committee, advised the PC that he himself had erected a Gazebo on his property and then found out, after the event , that he should first have sought planning permission. He has now done this. However he felt he should offer to stand down from the committee. The PC AGREED this was not necessary.

Former Horse & Paniers. The committee have no objection to internal alterations. However it was noted that the property is referred to as “12a” Church Street which implies that the building has been split into “12” & “12a” although earlier this year permission to convert the former Pub into 2 separate dwellings was declined. Cllr Smith will investigate

Settings Farm. There has been an application for the addition of 3 more dwellings

Chimney in Pinfold Lane. Mark Longhurst of RCC has advised that the owner has been told to rebuild the chimney as per the original and Mark is monitoring progress.

Planning Committee.  Cllr Smith is concerned that the committee is unstructured and needs to be more clear on how it should operate. The PC will get advice on how a Planning Committee should operate and the Clerk will contact the Planning Officers at RCC via Cty Cllr Miss Waller
	Cllr Smith 

Clerk

	8 WEBSITE

· The Clerk advised the meeting that he had had further training from Mr Wayne Bishop enabling him to post details sent in by user groups

· The Website committee has met and are of the view that user groups should be empowered to do their own posts direct. The committee will formulate proposed rules for this and will circulate them before the next PC meeting.  

· It was asked whether the role of the committee is to take actions or recommend actions. The Clerk drew a parallel with the Finance Committee which only recommends actions to the full PC


	Website committee



	9         DEFIBRILLATOR
Cllr Smith said that the defibrillator itself has still not been received. There is an open awareness meeting on September 8th at which Martin Fagan of Community Heartbeat Trust will be speaking. The meeting has been well publicised.  Mr Jason Allen of the Fox & Hounds speaking from the public area said that there would be an electrician working at the pub from Sept 8th. 
	Cllr Smith



	10        BONFIRE NIGHT
· Alcohol  It was AGREED that there will not be any alcohol served at this event

· Cllrs Ellis’ 2013 report. It was AGREED that this report should be complied with in full which includes the bonfire being smaller. 
· Aon conditions The Clerk will circulate the conditions imposed by our insurers last year.

· Cleaning up.   It was suggested that there should be a clean up team in place on the morning of November 6th to remove spent sparklers or other debris that could be dangerous to children or pets.

· Surface damage  Cllr Overington reminded the meeting that it is illegal to damage the surface of a village green and we need to be aware that in the past this has happened from articulated lorries delivering pallets etc.

For items 11, 12 & 13 The Parish Council is acting as Trustee for the Oval recreation ground and The Field Gardens
	Cllr Cade

Clerk



	11        FINANCE REPORT (TRUST)
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting and all payments were approved

12        OVAL REPORT
· Grass cutting  The Clerk had invited 3 possible providers to tender and had so far only received one response

· Wall repairs  The clerk only has the name of one possible provider and would welcome details of others so we can get 3 quotations as per our Standing Orders

· Tree work as recommended by Symbiosis. The Clerk had invited 5 possible providers to tender and had so far only received 2 responses.

· Tree T11  A branch has come down from this tree. In the interests of health and safety, Cllr Cade will arrange for it to be roped off.

· Community recreation facility group.  Mr Tim Smith said that the group propose to discuss the refurbishment of the pavilion with the cricket club.  It was AGREED that it is no longer necessary for the group to report back at each PC meeting unless there is a formal proposal to put forward to the PC as landowner. 

13       FIELD GARDENS REPORT
· Allotments  The taps have now been repaired and the poorly maintained allotments have been tidied up

· Woodland.  The trees planted in March are progressing well. Cllr Cade proposes to put a gate in the opening to Edith Weston Rd and will bring quotations for the work to the PC.

14       REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Cllr Overington advised the meeting that Parish Councillor interests should  be shown on our website. There was some discussion that this may mean giving details of Councillors’ private residences. It was agreed that the Clerk will contact Debbie Mogg (RCC Monitoring Officer) to ascertain what needs to be posted

15        HIGHWAYS ISSUES
· Sign on Pilton Road It was reported that there is not a “Pilton Road” sign at either end of the section that goes past Settings Farm. The Clerk will contact Dave Brown of Highways Dept.  

· Parking opposite Bede House Farm.  A vehicle is being parked with one set of wheels on the pavement to the effect that the pavement is blocked to pedestrians. Cllr Cade will talk to the person doing it.

· Stones on the grass verge in Glebe Road.   The Clerk will contact Dave Brown of Highways to get this rectified

16        ANCASTER WAY
Cllr Cade reported that there are several issues of concern to residents of Ancaster Way eg height of laurel bushes. The Greenbelt Company have been appointed by David Wilson Homes to maintain the public areas. Cty Cllr Bool offered to take this matter up with the relevant person at RCC and the Clerk will let him have contact details for The Greenbelt Company

17        DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· Monday October 20th  2014

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9-40 pm.
Signed​  ___________________________  Chairman      Date  ____________
	Clerk

Clerk

All

Clerk

Cllr Cade

Cllr Cade

Clerk
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FINANCE REPORT - Positions at August 20th 2014 – Parish Council Account
Monies paid since last meeting
	A
	Colin Heasell (woodyard corner – 3 cuts)
	£33-00

	 B
	Rutland County Council - lighting
	   £433-00


Account balances 
	a
	HSBC Community a/c
	£9,708-34

	b
	HSBC Money Manager a/c
	£7,387-48


To be paid before the next meeting

NLPCC grant

Neil Atkins (bins) – pay due Sept 30th 2014




     £  75-00

Ian Ferguson – pay due Sept 30th 2014




     £807-66

Ian Ferguson – expenses due Sept 30th 2014
(est max)


     £  50-00


_____________________________

FINANCE REPORT  -  Positions at August 20th  2014   -  Trust Accounts

Monies paid since last meeting
A   Colin Heasell (work on Oval in July)




£     157-00

B   Charles Cade (re dog bin accessories)




£       36-27

Account balances

FG/Oval trust dividend account





£   6,994-43

FG/Oval trust current account






£   2,837-91

To be paid before the next meeting

Mow-all – cutting grass in woodland





£      240-00

P J Martin  -  new allotment taps





£      158-74

Severn-Trent Water







£      177-79

