NORTH LUFFENHAM PARISH COUNCIL

	Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held at the North Luffenham Community Centre at 7.30pm on Monday October 20th  2014 



	Present: Cllr Cade, (Chairman) Cllr Sewell (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Smith, Cllr Barnes, Cllr Overington, Cllr Mrs Riordan and Cllr Cummings 

Also in attendance: Mr. I Ferguson, (Parish Clerk),   and Cty Cllr Miss Waller

There were 8 members of the public present and the following issues were raised in the Public Forum 

WALKWAY PATH

Mr Heasell, speaking on behalf of Mr Homer, sought assurance that the PC will consult with residents before deciding on the route of the path.  This assurance was given.

WALKWAY GRANT

Mr Barry Read, again, asked for confirmation that the Walkway grant had been received as he saw no mention of it in the Finance Report.  The Clerk will send Mr Read an extract from the accounts (Action = Clerk)

The meeting proper then commenced

	ITEM
	ACTION

	1. APOLOGIES

Received from Cllr Ellis;  Cty Cllr Bool had advised the Clerk he was not able to attend.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Cade declared an interest in item 15 (grass cutting) by virtue of being Chairman of the North Luffenham Cricket Club.  Cllr Cummings declared an interest in item 6 (NLPCC grant) by virtue of being Treasurer to the North Luffenham Parochial Church Council.


	

	3. MINUTES OF MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 1st 2014 

These had been circulated to Councillors and proposed by Cllr Overington and seconded by Cllr Mrs Riordan were signed by the Chairman as being a true record.
	

	4. MATTERS ARISING

Cycle racks.   The Clerk had ascertained that village consultation was a requirement of Spire Homes. If it was proposed to site the racks on either Parish or RCC land then it is unlikely that planning permission would be needed.  It was AGREED that the PC will ask Jason Allen (owner of Fox & Hounds) and RCC if the racks could be put in the grounds of the pub and whereabouts.  The Spire homes option will be kept open  

Highways issues  The Clerk has been advised by Highways Dept that the Pilton Rd sign will be replaced in due course but the stones on Glebe Rd verges will need to be assessed to see to what extent they cause danger. 

Speed limits.  The Clerk reported that we still await the outcome of the police speed survey in Edith Weston Rd.

Rural Community Council.  The Parish Council had been invited to join at £45 pa and since the last meeting the Clerk had circulated details of their operation.  It was noted also that they operate the “Good Neighbour Scheme” which is about to be operational in the village. After some discussion it was AGREED to join and pay the £45

Ancaster Way.  The Clerk reported that responsibility lay with David Wilson Homes with The Greenbelt Co. holding the maintenance contract. However Dave Brown (Highways Dept) believes that the issues are more in the nature of a neighbour dispute as there are differing views on the laurel bush issue. It was AGREED that the Chairman & Clerk will investigate the facts of the matter and the history of how this issue arose

Military dogs.  Cllr Cummings reported that he had attended a planning meeting at Catmose with Cty Cllr Miss Waller and Cllr Overington.  Cllr Cummings told the meeting of the principle of “Crown Exemption” which means that RCC has no enforcement powers over a statutory nuisance should one originate from the complex once it is constructed (assuming planning conditions etc are complied with). Consequently, it is essential that the PC, RCC planners & environmental health have input at the design stage. Cllr Miss Waller agreed to instigate this.
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	5.         CORRESPONDENCE
· Request from North Luffenham Primary School to have their Santa Fun run going over the Oval on December 6th. The Clerk/Chair have agreed to this

· Letter from RCC re Urban grass cutting. The intention appears to be to pass over highway verges grass cutting responsibility to Parish Councils with RCC giving a donation. Cty Cllr Miss Waller suggested that the PC asks of RCC (with reference to a map) what areas they think they are cutting and how much it costs to do so. AGREED that the Clerk will do this


	Clerk



	6.        6           FINANCE REPORT (GENERAL BUSINESS)

· The Finance report had been circulated prior to the meeting and all payments were approved

· Donation to North Luffenham Parochial Church Council. The Clerk had received a detailed submission from the Parochial Church Council. Speaking from the floor, Mrs Janet Whittaker (Churchwarden) said that graveyard accommodation is getting tight and maintenance of the Churchyard is expensive. After some discussion it was AGREED to donate £300 to the Parochial Church Council for maintenance of the graveyard.  However, Cllr Barnes suggested that the PC should consider its liability to make land available for a 2nd graveyard when the existing one is full.  Mrs Whittaker, Churchwarden, speaking from the floor at the Chairman’s request offered to investigate and confirm the current position.

7         PLANNING
Former Horse & Panniers.   The Planning Dept at RCC have confirmed that no permission has been granted to convert the building into 2 residences. Cty Cllr Miss Waller said she would find out if there are 2 separate families living there.

Settings Farm. There is an application for 3 farm buildings to become actual domestic dwellings. RCC have said that planning permission is not required as the scheme has already been approved

9 Glebe Rd. An application to reduce the height of the birch trees has been approved

6a Church Street  The Gazebo has been approved

Planning Committee.  Cty Cllr Miss Waller is arranging for the RCC Planning Officer to meet with the Planning Committee in November to discuss their constitution and method of operation.

Rosewood.  Cllr Mrs Riordan enquired as to what progress had been made in deciding how the £35,500  s.106 money will be spent on upgrading the play area. She recalled that the plan was to set up a liaison group of parents with young children to give advice as to what is required.  AGREED that this action will fall to the planning committee. Cty Cllr Miss Waller reminded the Council that there are Companies who will offer grants for play areas provided that the PC can put in 10%. The £35,500 could be used as the 10%. Cty Cllr Miss Waller offered to find out details of such companies and send to the Clerk.  In addition to the foregoing, there is a further sum of £35k of s.106 money resulting from Rosewood. This sum is however payable to RCC. Cllr Overington stated that RCC (Victoria Bambini) had indicated that the village could bid for some/all of the recreation/leisure element but the PC would have to demonstrate that the purpose was justified by an incremental demand generated by the new houses and not to address an existing need. Cllr Overington went on to say that there appeared to be no official policy as to how RCC consider such s 106 applications. In contrast, government policy on CILS (largely replacing s106 contributions) does at least now require a minimum of 5% of the leisure/recreation element of the levy to be passed to the parish concerned.

Woodyard corner.  The PC asked when the conifers on woodyard corner are coming down?  Cllr Smith will ask the site manager
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	8 BONFIRE NIGHT

· Cllr Ellis will not be present on the night.  It was therefore AGREED that Cllr Cummings will be Safety Officer and that “what he says goes”

· It was agreed at the PC’s September 1st meeting that there will be NO alcohol served at the event.  However Cllr Cade said that the Cricket Club wanted to open a bar in the pavilion. (At this point Cllr Cade declared an interest in the discussion by virtue of being Chair of North Luffenham Cricket Club) In spite of the Sept 1st minute Cllr Barnes wanted this issue re-discussed. After some discussion it was AGREED, again, that there would be no alcohol served at the event.  

· It was further AGREED to set aside a budget of £200 for the purchase of torches, bins and Hi-Vis jackets for use at this event and Cllr Cummings will produce a list of items needed.  Cllr Cade will organise the firework team and Cllr Barnes will organise a group of stewards. The Clerk and Cllr Sewell offered their services as part of the clean-up team on the morning of Nov 6th
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	9         DEFIBRILLATOR
Cllr Smith said that the defibrillator itself had been received earlier that day. It will be mounted on the wall of the Fox & Hounds and Cllr Smith will register its existence with the ambulance service. 
	Cllr Smith



	10        WEBSITE
· Website Committee  comprises Cllr Mrs Riordan, Cllr Smith, Cllr Barnes and Mr Wayne Bishop

· The contributor user policy had been circulated to Councillors on October 4th. It was AGREED that user groups may do their own posts and further AGREED that the policy circulated should be enacted. The website committee will communicate this to the groups and deal with any training needs 
· Extending website usage.  It was AGREED that North Luffenham history and useful information from the village welcome pack could be added to the website where appropriate.  It was AGREED that events outside the village could be added subject to website committee control.  A “Local Services directory” was not agreed.  It was AGREED that the Village Trust and Community Centre should have their own page on the website.

· Rule of Thumb  Advertising a village event is acceptable but commercial advertisements are not.
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	11        REGISTER OF INTERESTS ON WEBSITE
The Clerk had ascertained from Debbie Mogg, Monitoring Officer at RCC, that all Parish Councillor interests MUST be posted on our website. The Clerk will arrange this

12        THIRD NOTICE BOARD
· Quotations   The Clerk had circulated prices of notice boards which are comparable in size with our existing boards.

· Pinfold Lane board was made and installed by Mr Cunnington of South Luffenham and the Clerk is awaiting a quote from him. Cllr Overington said he would obtain a further quote

13       STANDING ORDER No. 68
The Clerk told the meeting that on August 5th 2014 a revision to the Local Audit and Accountability Act was passed which allowed public or press to film, record, tweet or blog PC meetings. Therefore our SO 68 needs changing to reflect this

14       RECRUITMENT OF COUNCILLORS
LRALC had asked all Parish Councils to place this on their agenda in anticipation of the next ordinary elections in May 2015.  Cllr Barnes will draft an advertising leaflet for the January 2015 parish magazine and circulate it to all Cllrs for approval prior to the next meeting.

For items 15, 16 & 17 the Parish Council is acting as Trustee for the Oval recreation ground and The Field Gardens

15        FINANCE REPORT (TRUST BUSINESS)
· Payments  The Clerk had received two invoices from North Luffenham Cricket Club (1) for £800 being the agreed amount per annum for cutting the Oval middle and (2) £165 for extra cuts which the club had needed to do.  It was AGREED to pay this extra amount but the Clerk was asked to say that such extra amounts should, in future, be agreed before undertaking the extra cuts.  

· Agricultural Tenancy.  The Clerk advised the meeting that the Parish Council had served notice on the tenant to go to negotiation/arbitration in respect of the rent payable from October 11th 2015. Notice was served on October 8th 2014.  This action had been recommended by the Finance Committee on October 2nd 2014 and there had been no objections from Councillors.

16        OVAL REPORT
· Grass cutting.  Quotations from 3 potential suppliers had been circulated. The quotation from “Mow-All” is preferred subject to our being satisfied with the number of cuts planned for the play area. 

· Walls  The Clerk reported no progress as he still awaits details of Wall repairers

· Trees    Quotations from 3 potential suppliers had been circulated. The PC’s preferred supplier is Hill-fort Tree Care subject to their providing details of insurances and details of previous customers we can contact and then receiving satisfactory references. If all is in order they will be asked to do the urgent/P1 work and told that if satisfactory, the PC will ask them to do the P2/P3 work.

17        FIELD GARDENS REPORT
Nothing to report

18        2015 MEETING DATES

       These will be January 19th, March 23rd, April 20th (APM) May 18th (APCM)

        July 20th , September 7th , October 19th, and December 7th  (All Mondays)

19         HONOURS AND AWARDS

       Cllr Cummings reported that he had attended a meeting on this subject and

       Could give details about the nomination process if required.

20         DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

             Monday December 1st 2014 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10-25 pm.
Signed​  ___________________________  Chairman      Date  ____________
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FINANCE REPORT - Positions at October 10th 2014 – Parish Council Account
Monies paid since last meeting
	A
	Colin Heasell (woodyard corner – 2 cuts)
	£22-00

	 B
	Neil Atkins (Bins)
	     £75-00


     C

Ian Ferguson (net pay & expenses)



     £509-56

     D

HMRC







     £323-20  



Account balances 
	a
	HSBC Community a/c
	£8,778-58

	b
	HSBC Money Manager a/c
	£7,388-77


To be paid before the next meeting

NLPCC grant








     £300-00

Rural Community Council






     £  45-00


_____________________________

FINANCE REPORT  -  Positions at October 10th  2014   -  Trust Accounts

Monies paid since last meeting
A   Colin Heasell (work on Oval in August)




£     157-00

B   Mow-all (cut woodland grass)





£     240-00

C   P J Martin  -  new allotment taps





£     158-74

D   Severn Trent water






£     177-79

Account balances

FG/Oval trust dividend account





£   8391-43

FG/Oval trust current account






£   2104-38

To be paid before the next meeting

North Luffenham Cricket Club (cutting oval middle)


£      800-00

North Luffenham Cricket Club  (extra cuts as agreed)


£      165-00

