NORTH LUFFENHAM PARISH COUNCIL

	Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held at the North Luffenham Community Centre at 7.30pm on Monday December 1st 2014 



	Present: Cllr Cade, (Chairman) Cllr Sewell (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Smith, Cllr Mrs Riordan  Cllr Cummings and Cllr Ellis.

Also in attendance: Mr. I Ferguson, (Parish Clerk), Cty Cllr Miss Waller & Cty Cllr Bool

There were 5 members of the public present and the following issue was raised in the Public Forum 

S 106 money for ROSEWOOD

Mr Read recalled being at a meeting at which the Builder was adamant that the s.106 Oval development money would be paid to the village. His concern is that this is at variance with that reported by Cllr Overington at the last meeting under item 7. Cty Cllr Miss Waller confirmed that such money will go to RCC in the first instance, not to the village. Cty Cllr Bool agreed to agitate for a review of the position re the s.106 agreement and Cllr Mrs Riordan asked to see a copy of it.

The meeting proper then commenced

	ITEM
	ACTION

	1. APOLOGIES

Received from Cllr Overington and Cllr Barnes.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Cade declared an interest in items 13 & 14 (grass cutting) by virtue of being Chairman of the North Luffenham Cricket Club.  Cllr Mrs Riordan declared an interest in item 14 (Oval walls) by virtue of owning an adjoining property.


	

	3. MINUTES OF MEETING OF OCTOBER 20th 2014 

These had been circulated to Councillors and were signed by the Chairman as being a true record.
	

	4. MATTERS ARISING

Cycle racks.   Cllr Cade had ascertained that Mr Allen, owner of the Fox & Hounds, is agreeable to these being sited in the car park. However RCC are unable to put these on private land. After some discussion it was thought that they could be sited on the Oval and the Oval committee will look to find a suitable site that doesn’t cause damage to “a village green”. The Clerk will advise Heather Caldicott of RCC of this.  

Speed limits.  The Clerk reported that the police speed survey on Edith Weston Rd. had been completed resulting in a reading of 36.9 mph which means the police will still object to any reduction in the limit to 30 mph. This matter will go to cabinet again in the new  year. The Clerk will ask Dave Brown of Highways Dept what the procedure is for the PC doing its own survey and will confirm to Mr Brown that the PC still seeks a reduction from 40 mph limit to 30 mph.

Ancaster Way.  The Clerk reported that the Residents have agreed with the Greenbelt company that the laurel bushes will be cut back to 5 ft in the Spring

Vers.2.Dec18

Military dogs.  Cllr Cummings reported that on November 26th he had attended a meeting at Catmose with Cty Cllrs Bool and Miss Waller and Cllr Overington.  The meeting was hosted by Helen Briggs , CEO RCC The Army was represented by Staff from Army Headquarters (Army Basing Team), Defence Infrastructure Organisation, 2 Medical Regiment and 1 Military Working Dogs Regiment. Cllr Cummings advised that by the end of summer 2015, 2 Medical Regiment with a strength of 211 personnel would have completed their relocation to St George’s Barracks. The Regiment would be using current indrastructure and no new build would be required. By mid-2017, 1 Military Working Dogs Regiment would have completed their move from Germany. The Regimental Strength would be 290 and the number of dogs will have increased from the current strength of 64 to a maximum strength of up to 376 dogs. He confirmed that the combined total of the Regiments would be 501 personnel, which was less than that of 16 Regiment RA. He advised the meeting that though not funded there may be a need to provide temporary (containerised) accommodation for some dogs, enabling the early move of 1 x Squadron from Germany. This would require full planning permission.  He had been advised by RCC and MoD Staff that at at all stages there would be full consultation with local PCs.  A full report from Cllr Cummings will follow (Afternote – Circulated on 2 Dec 14). The Chairman thanked the two County Councillors for their support in this matter, and confirmed that the PC was supportive of the Military units in St George’s Barracks.

Urban grass cutting. Following the request in the previous meeting the Clerk had established that if the PC were to undertake this work there would be a grant of £559 from RCC who had advised that they do 10 cuts during 30 weeks March-October. It was AGREED to let RCC continue to do this work.

Third notice board.  Mr Cunnington of South Luffenham had quoted for a board similar to that which he supplied in Pinfold Lane.  Cllr Overington has a contact and it was decided to wait for this further quote.
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	5. WEBSITE

Proposals from the website committee had been circulated prior to the meeting as follows

· Create a “local services” directory.  Mr Wayne Bishop speaking from the public area explained that this is simply a list of local tradespeople or providers of a service (eg plumbers, electricians, yoga teachers) and such a directory would be a service to the community rather than advertising.  This was AGREED

· The Fox & Hounds to have its own section    AGREED 
· Create a “village wall”  Mr Bishop explained that this is where people can make comments eg about the village, events, mention roadworks etc. There was some concern about this but in keeping with the need to be transparent it was AGREED to go ahead with this. Cllr Ellis abstained.

· Mr Pete Burrows to join the committee.  AGREED

             The website committee will enact these changes. Cllr Mrs Riordan made

              The point that whilst the “acceptable use policy” is fine for clubs and

              Societies doing their own postings what we now need  is a (different) set

              Rules to cover general postings on the village wall. The website 

              Committee will circulate a draft of this 
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	6.        6           CORRESPONDENCE

· Letter from Craig Howat at RCC concerning mapping key environmental work. The PC was asked to complete a questionnaire about this which Cllr Cade and the Clerk had done.

· Notice from RCC re review of polling arrangements.   The Clerk had posted details on the website and notice boards giving residents a chance to respond within the consultation period of Nov 17 – Dec 12.

· Invitation from Uppingham First to attend a meeting with the CEO and Chair of NALC. The Clerk had intended going but was unwell at the time.  Cty Cllr Miss Waller did attend and mentioned two important messages from NALC (1) small communities in big cities were encouraged to become parishes (2) he encouraged parishes to find ways of generating income.

· E-mail from Mr Shewry of Kings Road expressing concern that the Rosewood development will encourage parking on Edith Weston Rd. The PC noted his comments and will watch the situation and the Clerk will reply to that effect.

· E-mail from Simon Court of RCC advising of RCC’s intention to prune 2 chestnuts opposite no. 11 Church Street. The PC asked whether they will get advance notice of when this will happen and suggested it would be better done during school holidays. The Clerk will reply to this effect. 
7         FINANCE (GENERAL)
Payments.   All payments as set out at the end of these minutes were approved.

Budget/forecast for 2015/16. The Finance Committee’s recommendation had been circulated prior to the meeting. The Clerk made 3 comments (1) £400 had been put in expenses for election costs. This could be anything from nil to £1000.  £400 agreed. (2) In view of the very recent national pay settlement for Parish clerks the budget for 2015/16 should be increased to £3400. This was agreed.  (3) The Finance Committee had asked the Clerk to ascertain the premium payable to insure against loss of income if Bonfire night is cancelled due, say, to adverse weather.  Aon have not as yet replied. The Clerk will pursue this. The Clerk will revise and circulate the budget

Precept/Local Council tax support grant. This is the amount the PC requests from RCC and it was AGREED it should remain at £7900
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	8 PLANNING

      Applications

· Fell a tree at 7 Digby Drive: granted

· Fell a Norwegian spruce at Sunny Knoll Farm.  No reply yet  

· Connect gas main at 27 Church Street. granted.

Grants for Play area.  2 companies that could be approached for this are Cory and WREN (Waste Recycling Environmental Ltd)

Planning meeting with RCC on 24/11/14 The following points emerged from the meeting

· The committee need to meet more often

· There should be a village plan which could provide a framework within which the committee could make its decisions

· Responses should come from the Parish Clerk

· For major developments there should be a site visit from the committee

· Cllr Smith will produce a planning committee process document to circulate before the next meeting
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	9         REVIEW OF BONFIRE NIGHT
· 2 incidents had been reported (1) Mrs Cooper Smith reported a burn on the shoulder of a jacket. The Clerk will send a copy of the Safety Officer’s report. (2) A “Butt Lane” sign had been vandalised and the Clerk had advised highways of this.

· Cllr Cade thanked Andy Wormald and Costa Coffee and all those people who helped on the night. Financially this year was better than ever.  

· The Safety Officer’s report will be circulated to councillors. In short he says there should be better quality safety marking tape, not so many wood pallets on the fire, and a review of all safety equipment. A dedicated first aider should be appointed well in advance and the ban on alcohol should continue. Finally, the Safety Officer believes that rockets may not be necessary.

· Cllr Mrs Riordan thought we should have separate bins for spent sparklers as opposed to rubbish.  

· Cllr Mrs Riordan thought that the PC should authorise ALL expenses eg Hire of Barbeque and food.

· Cllr Cummings suggested the PC contact the Chairman of Rutland Army benevolent fund to find out about the event planned for November 5th 2015  

· It was agreed that the planning for this event should start much earlier in the year (say July) possibly with the formation of a bonfire working group.
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	10        DEFIBRILLATOR
· This is now up and running. There are 8 households taking part in the Village Emergency Telephone Scheme (VETS)

· The Clerk will write to Mr Jason Allen to thank him for his help in this venture and offer to pay electricity 
· Cllr Smith will carry out periodical checks on the machine
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	11        REGISTER OF INTERESTS ON WEBSITE
The Clerk has now finalised the list of Councillor interests and will post it on the web-site and send a copy to the Monitoring officer 

12        COUNCILLOR RECRUITMENT
Prior to the meeting Cllr Barnes had circulated a draft flyer.  The Clerk will make some changes suggested at the meeting and produce 350 copies for circulation to each house in the village. This will be done in conjunction with a door-to-door drop being organised by the Good Neighbour scheme

For items 13, 14 & 15 the Parish Council is acting as Trustee for the Oval recreation ground and the Field Gardens

13       FINANCE REPORT (TRUST)
· The Finance report had been circulated prior to the meeting

· The Finance Committee had recommended that allotment rates be increased as Full £30>£33; Half £18>£20; Quarter  £10>£12. This increase was AGREED

· The recommended Trust budget had been circulated prior to the meeting and was AGREED.  The Clerk will circulate it

· The Clerk had received a quotation of £935 for cutting Oval middle from cricket club. He was authorised to respond in that the agreed amount of £800 will pertain but should the cricket club need extra they should request in writing. However £935 has been put in the budget for cutting the Oval middle in 2015.

14       OVAL REPORT
· Grass cutting.  The Clerk has established that the quotation from Mow-All includes 12 cuts of the play-area. It was agreed that the grass cutting contract be offered to Mow-All. The Council wished to record a vote of thanks to the previous contractor, Mr Colin Heasell.

· Walls.     No progress

· Trees.     The Clerk reported that he now had details of insurances and an excellent reference for Hill-fort Tree Care and it was agreed that the Urgent/Priority 1 contract be awarded to Hill-fort. The Clerk will discuss with Hill-Fort the issue around obtaining planning permission.

15        FIELD GARDENS REPORT
· Allotments  The Clerk will be issuing the 2015 agreements to allotment holders towards the end of December  

· Walkway.  Nothing to report at present. However, at the next meeting Cllr Cade will seek authority for a spend on gates/fencing

16        MOOR LANE
RCC highways dept had asked the PC to consider the idea of making Moor Lane a traffic free route so that it becomes a safe route to school for children from South Luffenham attending North Luffenham primary school.  The following points were made

· This was discussed at Council some 4 years ago and the PC were then in favour of Moor Lane becoming a pedestrian/cyclists route but thought that there should first be public consultation. 

· Cllr Cummings thought we would want concrete evidence of the need for this

· Cty Cllr Miss Waller believes this has come from Barrowden/South Luffenham parents who currently drive but would prefer to walk.

· Cllr Ellis reminded the meeting that there needs to be vehicular access to the railway line as well as farm vehicles needing access to fields.  He thought it could become a ‘gated’ road.

· Cty Cllr Miss Waller will ascertain what the demand for this is and whether a gated road would be acceptable or legal.

17        ASSET  REGISTER
The Clerk advised the meeting that he is currently updating the Asset Register and will be e-mailing round to councillors to find out what PC assets they may have for safe-keeping.

18        DATE OF NEXT MEETING

        Monday January 19th 2015

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9-50 pm.
Signed​  ___________________________  Chairman      Date  ____________
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FINANCE REPORT - Positions at November 22nd 2014 – Parish Council Account
Monies paid since last meeting
	A
	Colin Heasell (woodyard corner – 3 cuts)
	£33-00

	 B
	Wayne Bishop (website)
	     £49-04


     C

Rural Community Council




       £45-00

     D

North Luffenham Parochial church council


     £300-00

     E                 Komodo fireworks





   £1200-00  



Account balances 
	a
	HSBC Community a/c
	£8,427-06

	b
	HSBC Money Manager a/c
	£7,388-77


To be paid before the next meeting

Neil Atkins (bins) pay due 31/12/14





     £  75-00

Ian Ferguson salary due 31/12/14





     £807-66

Ian Ferguson expenses (Estimated maximum)



     £  60-00

SLCC annual sub due 1/1/15






     £  88-00 


_____________________________

FINANCE REPORT  -  Positions at November 22nd  2014   -  Trust Accounts

Monies paid since last meeting
A   Colin Heasell (work on Oval in Sept/Oct)



£     237-00

B   North Luffenham Cricket Club (Oval middle)



£     965-00

C   Mr W Whittaker







£       16-95

Account balances

FG/Oval trust dividend account





£   8391-43

FG/Oval trust current account






£   1254-43

To be paid before the next meeting

none

