NORTH LUFFENHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of ANNUAL PARISH MEETING held on Monday April 20th  2015 at the North Luffenham Community Centre.

PRESENT:  Cllr C Cade (Chairman), Mr I Ferguson (Parish Clerk) and 30 members of the Public

1 APOLOGIES for absence were received from Cllr Cummings

2 MINUTES OF 2014 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING. Proposed by Mrs Whittaker it was AGREED that these were a true record of the meeting 

3 MATTERS ARISING.  

· Speed limit on Edith Weston Road is still under discussion with RCC

· Extention of footpath on Edith Weston Road. This will be extended from Oval Close to the pedestrian entrance to Rosewood only, with pedestrians then able to use a safe route through the development. The PC is waiting to see how practical this is before pursuing this further.

· Intake of more Military Working Dogs at the barracks.  Colin Heasell expressed concern that there will be no noise abatement measures put in place at the existing kennels

· Walkway.  Simon Homer wished to remind the PC that it has an undertaking to consult with residents of Geoff Sewell Close before deciding on the route of the path through the new field and this will be carried forward to the new council in May.(Action = Clerk)
· Website  There are now 120 subscribers.  The scope of the website has been extended to Clubs & Societies, Village Wall and business directory

· Hedge on west side of Pinfold Lane.   The section from The Bowls Club to the junction is overgrown. The Clerk will ascertain who is responsible for maintaining this. (Action = Clerk)
· Grass area at Newlands Close.  It is getting long and generally messy.  The Clerk will contact the Greenbelt Company (Action = Clerk)
· Grass area at bottom of Oval Close.  This also needs attending to and the Clerk will contact Highways Dept of RCC re this (Action = Clerk)
4 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR 2014/15  The report had been circulated to each household prior to the meeting and  the Chairman asked for any questions. In response:-

· Defibrillator  Cllr Smith, speaking from the floor, first publically thanked Mr Jason Allen for agreeing to the defibrillator being sited on his premises. In an emergency the first thing to do will, as always, be to phone 999.  In addition we are setting up a VETS (Village Emergency Telephone System) scheme whereby one can contact a person who is trained in the use of the defibrillator. A number for this will be issued to all households and that should be rung as the 2nd item after 999

· Bonfire Night   There was a request that we should revert to selling alcohol.

5 FINANCE REPORTS. The Parish Clerk had circulated 3 finance reports for 2014/15 as follows

· Parish Council

· Parish Council acting as trustee
· Investment report for the Field Gardens Trust and Former Village Hall

6 MOOR LANE.  The Chairman told the meeting that the Parish Council had been asked to comment on a request from South Luffenham PC that Moor Lane be closed to traffic and become a “Safer route to school”.  One resident commented that it can be a dangerous lane.  However closure would shift traffic to Glebe Rd which would then become dangerous.  Parents at the NL school were asked to fill in a questionnaire re this and the results are still awaited.
7 UPGRADE PLAY AREA.    As a result of the Rosewood development the PC will get a grant of £35,000 to upgrade the play area. This will be payable on occupation of the 15th open market house and must be spent within 10 years.   This grant is in lieu of a LEAP (local equipped area of play) or a LAP (local area of play) being sited on the development.  In addition the PC will attempt to attract grants from commercial organisations.  2 younger residents then told the meeting that there are 59 residents under the age of 16 in the village and told the results of a survey they had conducted around the village. They had acquired 126 signatures in support of a free public skateboard area and have researched measurements and area required etc. The presentation was well received by those present and this idea will be taken forward to the new council in May.  (Action = Clerk)
8 OTHER MATTERS RAISED FROM THE AUDIENCE

Contested election.  Mrs Lawson wished to know how much this would cost.  In reply the Clerk said that he too had asked the question of RCC. There had been no clear cut answer but as there are also  2 other elections that day (General election and County Council election) if there is a cost it would be split 3 ways.  On balance, the Clerk does not anticipate a charge being made.

Thank-you!   John Pearce wished to thank the Chairman & Parish Council for the work it does.

The meeting closed at 8-25 pm

