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North Luffenham Parish Council



Minutes
15th October 2025

A full parish council meeting for North Luffenham Parish Council was held on 15th October 2025 at 7pm in the NL Community Centre.

Present – Cllr T Smith (Chair), Cllr Cade, Cllr Burrows, Cllr Purves, Cllr Forbes.

Amy Lord – Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer.


93/25 Public Forum	
A member of the public raised a concern that the latest Finance Reports looked different from previous ones and required more information to be provided such as reconciliations of the dividend accounts as well as the current accounts. They also asked about the amount of detail included in the minutes and agendas, particularly regarding the Bowls Club’s lease request and what the Parish Council plans to do in response. It was explained that there isn’t much new information available at this stage but there was to be a discussion regarding the Bowls Club in the trust meeting. The clerk will add the general ledger to the documents on the website when the agenda is posted and add in reconciliations for dividend accounts. 
Another member of the public had attended regarding a planning application that had been discussed at an earlier meeting but wasn’t clearly recorded in the minutes. The Council confirmed that there had been no objections raised when it was first discussed. Application to be reviewed again in the planning section for accurate minutes – agenda item 103/25

94/25 To receive ward report.
The draft Rutland Local Plan has been through inspection. RCC had proposed two “Future Opportunity Sites,” including St George’s Barracks, but following objections, the Inspector rejected this approach. The St Georges Barracks site will remain in the plan for 350–500 homes, though not as a preferred site, with adoption expected by March 2026. Under Local Government Reorganisation, Cabinet favours the North, City, South proposal, with final submissions due by 28 November 2025. Councils are also being encouraged to appoint a Flooding Officer to support local flood prevention efforts.


-------------------- Meeting officially commences ----------------

95/25 To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Cllr Spiegl, Cllr Gorse and County Cllr Gale Waller. Cllr Purves proposed acceptance of apologies, seconded Cllr Cade, all approved. 

96/25 To receive declarations of interest.
None received



97/25 To receive, approve and sign Minutes of the previous meeting held on 17th September 2025.
97.1 The minutes from the council meeting held on 17th September 2025 had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was proposed to approve the minute. Cllr Forbes proposed, seconded by Cllr Purves. All approved. Cllr Smith signed the minutes.
	

98/25 Matters arising from previous minutes.  
Terms of reference are currently being created and updated by the clerk. Banking issues have been resolved. 


99/25 Chairman’s report.
Chairman congratulated the clerk for agendas and minutes being sent out in a more timely manner with more detail and the terms of reference being created. 
	
100/25 Correspondence and reports from other meetings
100.1 Correspondence received from a member of public regarding hedges on their property and the field behind on Geoff Sewell Close. Asking for help to maintain the hedge. Cllr Cade to get a quote for maintaining the hedges.
100.2 The financial reports were discussed, more information required e.g. the year to date amounts. The clerk’s general ledger has more of this information so this will be added to the website with the schedule of payments. Also to add in the reconciliation for the dividend accounts. 

101/25 Terms of reference
101.1 To review and approve the terms of reference for staffing working group. 
101.2 To review and approve the terms of reference for I.T working group.
101.3 To review and approve the terms of reference for finance working group.
It was requested that a standard template be created for all Terms of Reference to ensure consistency going forward. It was agreed to approve the Terms of Reference, with a small amendment to ensure consistency across documents. Proposed by Cllr Burrows, seconded by Cllr Forbes. All in favour.

102/25 Finance Report: 
102.1 It was agreed to approve the Finance Report. Proposed Cllr Burrows, seconded Cllr Purves, all in favour.
102.2 Councillors approved the payments on the schedule below, two payments were added to the schedule; the invoice for the school which had previously been queried (discussed agenda item 104) and reimbursement for the purchase of a henry hoover for the community centre. Cllr Burrows proposed, Cllr Forbes seconded. All approved. 
102.3 Councillors happy with first draft of the budget provided by the finance working group, to review again in the November meeting. 
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103/25 Planning 
103.1 2025/1185/CAT The Barn 4A Glebe Road North Luffenham Rutland LE15 8JU. Crown raise 1 No.  Walnut tree (T1) by 5 metres. Remove 1 No. Ash Tree (T2). Councillors have no objections to the application. 
103.2 2025/0749/FUL. 14 Kings Road North Luffenham Rutland LE15 8JH. Proposed front porch, two storey side extension, additional onsite parking and widening of the existing vehicle access. Councillors have no objections to the application. 
  

104/25 Community Centre 
104.1 Councillors had held a meeting with the school, the outstanding invoice was discussed. Councillors noted the need to check insurance contributions and electricity readings due to high charges. The mess left in the centre was also raised and agreed this will be more closely monitored so it does not happen in future. It was agreed the invoice was paid, Cllr Cade proposed, Cllr Burrows seconded. All approved payment of the outstanding invoice. 

105/25 To receive and consider the report from the CIL Group
Councillors discussed the ongoing lease arrangements with the Bowls Club and the area of ground they occupy. The CIL group considered the principle of building a new community centre at the end of the field. Councillors visited the site and agreed it was suitable for the proposed centre, with space to include an area for the Bowls Club within the building. Parking issues were noted. The Bowls Club raised no objections to the proposal. A CIL meeting will be held on 6th November to discuss the outline planning application. RCC advised that the Council may submit an application “in principle” to identify any planning objections. The matter will be discussed by the CIL group and brought back to Council.

106/25 Bonfire Night
106.1 A meeting was held 14th October to discuss bonfire night, the float was discussed, it was agreed that less is needed this year, £400 was suggested. Cllr Cade proposed, Cllr Burrows seconded. 

107/25 Working groups and committees
Bonfire working group; Cllr Cade is arranging the fireworks order and delivery of one lorry load of pallets from St George’s Barracks for the bonfire (weekend of 1–2 November). Additional items such as boundary tape and sandbags will be purchased, and straw bales requested. The Cricket Club will run the BBQ. Stallholder contributions will increase, and the PC will not sell teas or coffees this year. Cllr Smith will organise stewards and collection volunteers; Cllr Gorse will source sealed buckets and notify Police and Fire Brigade. The SumUp machine will be tested for direct bank deposits. The alcohol licence has been applied for. First aid cover has been organised. It was discussed that the council obtain a debit card for the purchase of the sundry items needed – clerk to apply for debit card. 
It was suggested that a magnet is purchased to remove the nails from the pallets in the ash after the bonfire. It was discussed that the signs are renovated. 
Finance working group – draft budget created. COIF account still needs to be accessed by clerk. Cllr Forbes to join working group, Cllr Smith proposed, Cllr Burrows seconded, all approved.

	
108/25 AGAR task list for Clerk and Councillors 
Risk assessment completed for bonfire night. 

109/25 Neighbourhood plan monitoring report.
Monitoring report will be available for next meeting. 


110/25 Items for next agenda 
Terms of reference.

111/25 Dates of next meetings: 
19th November, 17th December, 21st January, 18th February, 18th March. 

Close of meeting 20.21pm 
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October schedule of payments

Payee Details  Total Payment

Type of 

payment 

Clerk salary Payroll £182.35BACS 

Clerk salary Standing Order £600.00SO

HSBC Bank charges  £8.00DD

Zen Internet  IT costs and internet £42.00DD

IONOS 203050059860 Web Hosting £7.20DD

LRALC Membership fee 2025-2026   BACS

LRALC AGAR Audit  £245.00BACS

Jo Spiegl Bin liner reimbursement  £8.25BACS

Damien Gorse Hoover reimbursement  £142.98BACS

St Mary & St John Primary School  Recharges April - March  £2,281.87BACS

Total  £1,092.80

Receipts 

NLCC £140.00

Total  £140.00


