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North Luffenham Parish Council



Minutes
15th April 2026

The Annual Parish Meeting for North Luffenham Parish Council was held on 15th April 2026 at 6.30pm in the NL Community Centre.

Present – Cllr Smith, Cllr Burrows, Cllr Spiegl, Cllr Cade, Cllr Purves.
											
Amy Lord – Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer.


1/26 Chairman’s Welcome.

2/26 Chairman’s Report – Cllr Tim Smith.
	2024/2025 has not been an easy year for the Parish Council, a councillor resigned in May, the Parish Clerk resigned in May 2025. The new Clerk, Amy Lord, began in August. We have recruited a new councillor who will be c-opted at the May meeting. I think we are now in a much better place, working better together and more cohesively. The finances are in good order, within our budget. Most of the policies have been reviewed and updated where necessary, e.g. standing order and financial regulations. Agendas and minutes are being sent in a timely manner. The working groups are actually meeting. 
As usual there are a number of thanks;
· Oval Field and Gardens – Charles Cade
· Annual Bonfire – Pete Burrows
· NLAS has been a big help for the allotments
· Good companions
· The Garden Club – Cllr Forbes
· The Fox
· Pantomime

3/26 Financial Report – Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer – circulated prior to meeting. 

For the 2025/26 financial year, total expenditure came to £26,075.09, compared to £17,188.83 in 2024/25. The increase is mainly due to a few key factors. This year’s figures include the Bonfire Night costs (£2,057), which last year were covered by the Field Gardens Trust. Staff costs were also higher, and there was significant spending on play equipment repairs.
Income for the year was £33,874.28, up from £27,340.75 last year. The main reasons for this increase were the inclusion of Bonfire Night income and a large VAT reclaim, as claims had not been submitted for some time.
The precept for 2026/27 was set at £24,250, which has now been received. This represents a reduction compared to the previous year and reflects the decision to move some costs back to the Trust, including Bonfire Night and play equipment maintenance.
The Council’s balance at the end of the year was £39,795.36 in the current account and £39,572.50 in savings. Of the savings balance, £28,929.42 is held as CIL funds, which are restricted for specific infrastructure projects. Overall, this provides a healthy level of reserves going forward.
Overall, while spending was higher this year, this was largely due to one-off costs, and the Council remains in a stable financial position.


4/26 Reports from village organisations and groups – None.

5/26 General items for discussion / residents’ concerns – No residents present.

6/26 Any other business - None

Close of meeting 18.53pm
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