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North Luffenham Parish Council



					Minutes
    17th June 2026

A full parish council meeting for North Luffenham Parish Council was held on 17th June 2026 at 7pm in the NL Community Centre.

Present; Cllr Smith, Cllr Spiegl, Cllr Forbes, Cllr Purves, Cllr Collins, Cllr Burrows.
											
Amy Lord – Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer.


37/26 Public Forum
A representative of the Allotment Society raised concerns regarding the first row of allotment plots, noting that they had been advised it could be up to ten years before a community building project would require the land. It was suggested that the plots could potentially be made available for letting in the interim. Councillors resolved that a five-year tenancy option may be possible and agreed that this would be discussed further with the relevant committee and allotment holders.
They also sought clarification regarding the potential location of the proposed community building, following some confusion arising from the March minutes. Councillors confirmed that both the Oval and the Bowls Club remain under consideration and that no decision has been made on a preferred site. It was explained that the Oval was referenced in the March minutes because the constraints assessment being undertaken by RCC for the Oval had previously been completed for the Bowls Club site.

38/26 To receive ward report.
Councillor Smith reported that the Cabinet meeting had taken place the previous week. The Council's 2025/26 financial report showed an overall underspend of 1.2% of the net revenue budget, with no reserves having been used. It was noted that increasing demand for adult and children's social care services, together with homelessness support, continues to place pressure on Council finances. The SEND Reform Plan had been completed and was due to be submitted by 18 June 2026.
An update was provided on Local Government Reorganisation (LGR), with a decision expected in July. Funds have been allocated to support the reorganisation process. It was noted that capital projects, including the museum refurbishment and transport hub, are expected to be completed prior to the implementation of LGR.
The Council's Finance Team has been shortlisted as a finalist in the Municipal Journal National Achievement Awards.
The Local Plan is currently under review and is expected to be adopted in the autumn.
Councillor Smith encouraged members of the public to visit the Rutland County Council website to read the Cabinet reports and supporting documentation.
The museum refurbishment project is underway, which includes roof replacement works, a new entrance, café, shop and multi-use community space.
It was also advised that improvements have been made to the Fix My Street service to improve the reporting process for residents.


-------------------- Meeting officially commences ----------------

39/26 To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Cllr Gorse and Cllr Cade sent their apologies. All approved to accept the apologies, proposed Cllr Burrows, seconded Cllr Forbes. 

40/26 To receive declarations of interest.
Cllr Spiegl declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 49/26 in relation to the school. It was proposed by Cllr Burrows and seconded by Cllr Smith that Cllr Spiegl be permitted to remain in the meeting for the discussion. All approved.

41/26 To receive, approve and sign Minutes of the previous meeting held on 20th May 2026.
41.1 The minutes from the council meeting on 20th May 2026 were circulated prior to the meeting. It was proposed to approve the minutes. Proposed Cllr Spiegl, seconded Cllr Forbes all in favour to sign the minutes, Cllr Smith signed. 
	

42/26 Matters arising from previous minutes.  
	Notice published on website for speedwatch – some volunteers have come forward.
Clerk has notified RCC of Cllr Collins joining the council and sent ROI forms, also added to the website. 
Clerk chasing query with Moore’s re audit invoice.

43/26 Chairman’s report.
Cllr Smith advised that the Council had been awarded a grant of £2,000 to enhance the appearance of the village through the installation of new planters and plants. The Garden Club has agreed to assist with the planting. Councillors discussed the possibility of organising a village tidy-up event in preparation for the installation of the planters.
The overgrown hedge at the top of the Oval was discussed, with concerns raised that it was significantly encroaching onto the pavement. Councillors agreed that the hedge should be cut back as a matter of priority. It was resolved that quotations be obtained for the work and that expenditure of up to £500 be authorised if required. Proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Forbes, and carried.
Councillors also discussed the overgrown trees at Geoff Sewell Close and agreed that these would be looked in to with the developers.
Cllr Smith reported that he had been contacted regarding incidents of anti-social behaviour around the cricket club.
	

44/26 Correspondence and reports from other meetings
            None.
		
 	
45/26 Policies
	Clerk to create a schedule for policies to be reviewed. 


46/26 Finance Report: 
46.1 To receive, consider and approve the bank reconciliations.
46.2 To approve the following payments on payment schedule below: All approved proposed Cllr Spiegl, seconded Cllr Burrows. All in favour. 
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47/26 – AGAR 
47.1 To Receive and Note the Internal Auditor's Report for the Year Ended 31 March 2026. Councillors reviewed the Internal Auditor's Report that was circulated prior to the meeting and noted the recommendations. It was agreed that the Clerk would add the audit recommendations as a recurring agenda item for future meetings.
47.2 To review and approve the Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 (AGAR Section 1). Cllrs reviewed the AGAR statements, Cllr Spiegl proposed Cllr Forbes seconded, all approved for the report to be signed by the chair. 
47.3 To review and approve the Accounting Statements 2025/26 (AGAR Section 2). 
Cllrs reviewed the AGAR statements, Cllr Spiegl proposed Cllr Forbes seconded, all approved for the report to be signed by the chair.
47.4 To note the dates for the exercise of public rights – Monday 22nd June – Friday 31st July. 

 
48/26 Planning 
None.


49/26 Community Centre 
49.1 To receive and consider the report from the Community Centre Management Committee – Cllr Cade absent. 
49.2 To consider options for the future management and occupation of the Community Centre. It was reported that discussions had taken place with Rutland County Council's Property Officer and that the school had expressed an interest in taking over the management of the facility. Councillors discussed a number of matters requiring further clarification, including legal arrangements, liabilities, assets, financial implications, existing agreements, and the potential impact of any future changes to the school's governance arrangements. It was agreed that Cllr Smith would continue discussions with the Property Officer and report back to Council with further information to enable the Council to consider its options.


50/26 To receive and consider the report from the CIL Group – Cllr Burrows
Cllr Burrows provided an update on the proposed Community Building project. Two architects had visited the village and reviewed a number of potential sites. It was reported that both architects considered the Bowls Club site to be the preferred option and had raised concerns regarding parking provision at the Oval.
The architects will provide quotations and advice on the surveys and assessments that may be required to support a future planning application. Members also discussed potential income streams for the facility and the importance of understanding the ongoing operational and maintenance costs of any new building. It was noted that options such as solar energy and ground source heating could be explored as part of the design process.
Councillors agreed that a further quotation and professional opinion should be obtained before considering the overall feasibility of the project. Once all quotations and advice have been received, the information will be brought back to Council for further consideration.


51/26 Working groups and committees
	Finance working group to meet in July.

52/26 Meeting Dates
	52.1 To confirm upcoming meeting dates 


53/26 Items for next agenda 
	AGAR tasklist.

54/26 Date of next meeting:  15th July. 19th August. 

Close of meeting 20.26pm
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June schedule of payments

Payee Details  Total Payment

Cleared 

through bank 

as of 17/06 Powers 

Type of 

payment 

Clerk salary Payroll £222.20 LGHA 1989 S.7 BACS 

Clerk salary Standing Order £600.00 LGHA 1989 S.7 SO

HSBC Bank charges  £8.00 LGHA 1989 S.7 BACS

Zen Internet  IT costs and internet £42.00 £42.00LGHA 1972 s.266 DD

Total  £872.20 £42.00

Still to be paid  £830.20

Receipts 

HMRC VAT Reclaim £251.35 £251.35

Total  £251.35 £251.35


