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North Luffenham Parish Council



Minutes
15th July 2026

A full parish council meeting for North Luffenham Parish Council was held on 15th July 2026 at 7pm in the NL Community Centre.

Present – Cllr Smith, Cllr Forbes, Cllr Burrows, Cllr Collins.
Amy Lord – Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer.


55/26 Public Forum
Councillors received an update on the Community Speedwatch initiative. Between 4 July and 15 July, the Speedwatch team recorded a total of 233 vehicles exceeding the speed limit in the 30mph zone. Of these, 104 vehicles were travelling at over 40mph, 31 were travelling at over 45mph, and the highest recorded speed exceeded 58mph during the school drop-off period. The Ward Councillor suggested that the Parish Council write to both Cambridgeshire Constabulary and Cambridgeshire County Council, enclosing the Speedwatch data and requesting the deployment of a police camera enforcement van, together with a review of the road and any additional measures that may improve road safety.

56/26 To receive ward report.
It was reported that the Council's Financial Outturn Report had been presented at the previous meeting and that the finance team had received the Municipal Journal National Achievement Award. An update was provided on the new Local Plan, which is expected to be completed in the autumn. The call for sites will conclude on 31st July, and Gateway One consultation with residents is underway. It was noted that, at St George's Barracks, there are 88 properties within the Officers' Mess and 66 on Normanton Road. The Officers' Mess has now been sold, although the site is not expected to be cleared until 2028.
It was reported that, under the new Local Plan, Rutland's annual housing requirement is expected to reduce from 266 to 123 dwellings per year. However, due to the Government's higher housing target, a further Local Plan will need to be prepared following the adoption of the current plan. Concerns have been raised by the working group regarding the ability to deliver the higher housing numbers, particularly in relation to infrastructure, including water supply and sewerage capacity. 
It was also noted that the Council's Annual Delivery Report had been considered at the previous week's meeting and is available on the Rutland County Council website. The report was generally positive while identifying some areas for improvement.
An update was also provided on the Rutland County Museum transformation project. Rising costs mean the original exhibition proposals cannot be fully delivered, and funding is insufficient to cover the planned maintenance of the ichthyosaur display. The project will, however, include a new roof, extension, shop and Jurassic gallery.
Finally, it was noted that a decision regarding Local Government Reorganisation was expected on Thursday 16 July, although there remained uncertainty as to whether a final decision would be reached.

-------------------- Meeting officially commences ----------------

57/26 To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Cllr Purves, Cllr Spiegl, Cllr Gorse and Cllr Cade sent their apologies. It was agreed to accept the apologies, proposed Cllr Burrows, seconded Cllr Forbes. All approved. 

58/26 To receive declarations of interest.
	None.

59/26 To receive, approve and sign Minutes of the previous meeting held on 17th June 2026.

59.1 The minutes from the council meeting on 17th June 2026 were circulated prior to the meeting. All agreed to accept the minutes, proposed Cllr Collins, seconded Cllr Forbes,  the chair signed the minutes. 
	

60/26 Matters arising from previous minutes.  
	The clerk has created a policy schedule and AGAR audit tasklist.

61/26 Chairman’s report.
The Chair confirmed that all relevant updates had been covered under the Ward Councillor's Report and the Public Forum. No additional matters were raised.
	
62/26 Correspondence and reports from other meetings
Councillors considered correspondence from a resident, who also attended the meeting, regarding the location of the recently planted memorial willow tree. The resident expressed concern that the tree had been planted too close to the boundary of his property.
The Clerk advised that Rutland County Council's Forestry Officer had been consulted and confirmed that the proposed location was considered suitable from a tree safety perspective. Councillors noted that the willow had been selected as a memorial tree due to its association with cricket bat production, reflecting the deceased's love of cricket. However, concerns were raised that the tree may struggle to establish in its current location and could potentially interfere with the adjacent lime trees.
It was resolved to relocate the memorial willow tree to a more suitable location, subject to agreement with the widower. Cllr Smith would liaise with the widower to identify an appropriate new location, and the Clerk would contact S. Kidd to ask if it would be suitable  for the tree to be moved in the autumn. Councillors also agreed that the Council's Tree Policy should be reviewed.
            62.2 Report from community speedwatch – discussed in the public forum. 
 
63/26 Policies
63.1 To review standing orders. – The Clerk had circulated the updated Standing Orders prior to the meeting, together with a summary of the amendments. The Standing Orders had been updated to reflect the latest NALC Model Standing Orders. It was resolved to adopt the revised Standing Orders. Proposed by Cllr Burrows, seconded by Cllr Collins.

64/26 Finance Report: 
64.1 The bank reconciliations were received and considered. The reconciliations prepared by the Clerk were verified against the online bank balances. It was agreed to approve the bank reconciliations. Proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Forbes. All in favour.
64.2 To approve the following payments on payment schedule below: All approved the payments proposed Cllr Forbes, seconded Cllr Burrows. 
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65/26 Planning
65.1 2026/0712/LBA. The Old Rectory 8 Church Street North Luffenham Rutland LE15 8JR. Installation of through floor lift. It was discussed that as it was internal changes the council had no objections.


66/26 Community Centre 
49.1 To receive and consider the report from the Community Centre Management Committee – Cllr Smith has approached the planning officer at County council to set up a meeting but nothing has been arranged yet. 

67/26 To receive and consider the report from the CIL Group 
Cllr Burrows has sent quotes received from 2 architects, we still need a 3rd quote. Once this has been received a CIL meeting will be set up to discuss.


68/26 Working groups and committees
Finance working group met 13th July, quarterly financial summary was created by the clerk for an overview of budget spend each quarter. It was discussed that some reserve money should be moved in to a higher interest account, the clerk has sent a comparison of several different accounts suitable for parish councils. It was proposed that the clerk speak to Cambridge & Counties bank for more information on the account and that the reserves are moved in to a higher interest account. Proposed Cllr Burrows, Cllr Collins seconded. 

69/26 Items for next agenda 
AGAR tasklist
Policies to be updated.
Parking on pavements. 
Horse chestnut tree – Sycamore Road – Cllr Smith to contact County Council. 

70/26 Date of next meeting: 19th August

Close of meeting 20.25pm
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July schedule of payments

Payee Details  Total Payment Powers 

Type of 

payment 

Clerk salary Payroll £250.00LGHA 1989 S.7 BACS 

Clerk salary Standing Order £600.00LGHA 1989 S.7 SO

HSBC Bank charges  £8.00LGHA 1989 S.7 BACS

Zen Internet  IT costs and internet £42.00LGHA 1972 s.266 DD

Moore Fee re external audit £283.50Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014BACS

Total  £1,183.50

Still to be paid  £1,141.50

Receipts 

Total  £0.00


