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North Luffenham Parish Council



Minutes
16th September 2026

A full parish council meeting for North Luffenham Parish Council was held on 16th September 2026 at 7pm in the NL Community Centre.

Present – Cllr Cade, Cllr Spiegl, Cllr Purves, Cllr Gorse, Cllr Forbes, Cllr Smith. 
Amy Lord – Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer.


91/26 Public Forum
	One member of public was present but no matters were raised.

92/26 To receive ward report.
An update was provided on Local Government Reorganisation (LGR), which had been placed on hold. It was noted that elections scheduled for May 2027 would proceed on the existing council boundaries and that the future timetable for LGR remained uncertain.
Rutland County Council was forecasting a budget deficit of approximately £2.3m, with increasing costs contributing to the financial pressures. Work was continuing on a number of legacy projects, including public realm improvements, a children’s home, highways improvements, the museum transformation and the Meditech facility at Oakham Enterprise Park. An update was also provided on the Local Plan, which was hoped to be adopted by October. Once adopted, this was expected to restore a five-year housing land supply based on a housing requirement of 123 homes per year. It was noted that a further Local Plan would subsequently need to be prepared following changes to the Government’s planning system and Rutland’s housing target.
Cllr Smith also advised he has sent the results of the community speedwatch to the police and to highways. 

-------------------- Meeting officially commences ----------------

93/26 To receive and approve apologies for absence.
	Cllr Burrows, Cllr Collins and Cllr Waller sent their apologies. The apologies were accepted. 

94/26 To receive declarations of interest.
None.

95/26 To receive, approve and sign Minutes of the previous meeting held on 19th August 2026.
95.1 The minutes of the Council meeting held on 19th August 2026 had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was resolved to approve the minutes. In the Chair’s absence at this point in the meeting, the minutes were signed by Cllr Cade. Proposed by Cllr Spiegl, seconded by Cllr Gorse.
	


96/26 Matters arising from previous minutes.  
A summary of Saffron Building Society was circulated to councillors prior to the meeting. It was proposed the clerk open an account to move the previously agreed reserves to Saffron. Proposed Cllr Cade, seconded Cllr Spiegl, all in favour. 
Costs for the emptying of the bins had been received from Biffa. Following discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk would advise the PCC that the Council would not fund the emptying of the PCC bin. The PCC would be given the option for the bin to be included within the Biffa collection arrangements, with the associated cost to be recharged to the PCC.
Cllr Gorse advise that he had contacted Leicester Police regarding the speeding but has not yet had a response. 

97/26 Chairman’s report.
Cllr smith met with the new reverend and N. Merritt regarding issues the church are having and the grant application to be discussed on the agenda 107/26.
	
98/26 Correspondence and reports from other meetings
	An email had been received from Cllr Waller regarding the Local Plan and representation at a meeting on 30th September. Cllr Spiegl confirmed that she was available to attend on behalf of the Parish Council.
	An email had been received offering spare pallets for Bonfire Night. It was agreed that the Council would accept the pallets provided they could be delivered. Clerk to respond accordingly.
           
 
99/26 Policies
99.1 Cllrs discussed adding page numbers to all policies and making the format more consistent. It was also agreed that a schedule should be created showing when each policy is due for review. The policies were approved subject to page numbers being added. Proposed by Cllr Forbes, seconded by Cllr Gorse. Clerk to review the policies on the website and create a review schedule and standard template for future use.



100/26 Finance Report: 
100.1 To receive, consider and approve the bank reconciliations. Figures checked to the online banking during the meeting and approved. 
100.2 To approve the following payments on payment schedule below: The Clerk advised that the payment schedule circulated with the agenda showed £139.69 in respect of NJC backpay. This figure had been taken from the revised August payslip but represented the gross backpay rather than the net adjustment due after PAYE and National Insurance. The outstanding net adjustment for August was £126.77. Together with the £248.26 balance of September’s salary due above the usual £600 standing order, the total payment due was therefore £375.03. The amended payment of £375.03 was approved. All payments approved proposed Cllr Spiegl, seconded Cllr Gorse. All agreed. 
100.3 To discuss moving council reserves to a higher interest account. – discussed and agreed agenda item 96/26. 
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101/26 Planning
	None


102/26 Community Centre 
102.1 Cllr Cade advised there was nothing new to report. 

103/26 To receive and consider the report from the CIL Group –  
3rd quote has been received from the architects. 


104/26 Working groups and committees
	Nothing to report.

105/26 Dog bins – update on Biffa received and discussed under agenda item 96/26

106/26 AGAR Tasklist – clerk to send out to councillors the updated version.

107/26 To review the grant application form for St John the Baptist church – 
Councillors discussed the potential use of the church as a community hub. It was noted that, as the building is understood to be Grade I listed, any proposed alterations may be subject to restrictions and the associated costs could be significant. Cllrs want to invite N. Merritt to the next council meeting to present to the council and discuss this further. Clerk to send invite.
	
108/26 Items for next agenda 
			

109/26 Date of next meeting: 21st October

Close of meeting; 20.12pm.



image1.jpg




image2.emf
September schedule of payments

Payee Details  Total Payment Powers 

Type of 

payment 

Clerk salary Payroll £248.26LGHA 1989 S.7 BACS 

Clerk salary Standing Order £600.00LGHA 1989 S.7 SO

Clerk Backpay 3.3% backpay to April 26 £126.77

HSBC Bank charges  £8.00LGHA 1989 S.7 BACS

Zen Internet  IT costs and internet £42.00LGHA 1972 s.266 DD

St Mary & st John Primary School Apr-March recharges £2,051.40LGA 1972 s.111 BACS

Total  £3,076.43

Still to be paid  £3,034.43

Receipts 

Total  £0.00


