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North Luffenham Parish Council



Minutes
21st October 2026

A full parish council meeting for North Luffenham Parish Council was held on 21st October 2026 at 7pm in the NL Community Centre.

Present; Cllr Cade, Cllr Spiegl, Cllr Purves, Cllr Burrows, Cllr Forbes.
Amy Lord – Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer.


110/26 Public Forum
A representative of the church attended to discuss the funding request and provide an update on the church's financial position. A community survey is currently underway, with a good number of responses received so far. The survey closes at the end of the month.
It was explained that the church is currently operating at a monthly loss and, without improvements to its financial position, may face closure within approximately five years. In the event of closure, responsibility for the church would pass to the Diocese of Peterborough, with responsibility for the churchyard potentially falling to the Parish Council. The availability of funding from the North Luffenham Village Trust was discussed, including the process for applying for financial support towards church maintenance. The church has also experienced a significant reduction in income over the years due to the loss of parishioners who previously contributed a proportion of their salaries. Councillors also questioned why the rectory remained unoccupied and were advised that it is now being offered for sale. Heating was identified as one of the church's main challenges, with the lack of adequate heating discouraging attendance and contributing to deterioration within the building. It was suggested that establishing a "Friends of North Luffenham Church" group could help raise funds and support the church's future.
A member of the public attended to request an update on the Community Speedwatch initiative and expressed an interest in improving the visibility and effectiveness of speed-related signage within the village.


111/26 To receive ward report.
	Chair absent – no report received. 

-------------------- Meeting officially commences ----------------

112/26 To receive and approve apologies for absence.	
Cllr Gorse, Cllr Collins, Cllr Smith. It was proposed the apologies were accepted, proposed Cllr Spiegl, seconded Cllr burrows, all approved. 

113/26 To receive declarations of interest.
	Cllr Burrows and Cllr Cade, planning item 120.1


114/26 To receive, approve and sign Minutes of the previous meeting held on 16th September 2026.
114.1 The minutes from the council meeting on 16th September 2026 were circulated prior to the meeting. It was proposed to approve the minutes, Cllr Burrows proposed, seconded Cllr Purves, Cllr Cade signed the minutes in the absence of the Chair. 
	

115/26 Matters arising from previous minutes.  
Clerk has updated the AGAR tasklist and policy schedule, sent to all Cllrs. 
Saffron bank account opened, Cllrs to sign mandate to confirm signatories and then funds can be transferred.

116/26 Chairman’s report.
	Chairman absent, no report received.
	
117/26 Correspondence and reports from other meetings
Email received from the roving Health Unit who are undergoing their Village Tour of Rutland, which is scheduled to take place on Monday, 11 January 2027, asking for permission to come to The Oval again. Cllrs confirmed they can use The Oval in January. Clerk to advise health unit.
Following the information provided during the public forum, Cllrs discussed the Church's funding request, which had previously been raised at the September meeting. Cllrs agreed to contribute £250 towards the request. The funding request will be on the November schedule of payments for formal approval.
           
 
118/26 Policies
118.1 To review and adopt the ICO publication scheme and information guide. It was proposed to accept. Cllr Burrows proposed, Cllrs Spiegl seconded, all approved. Clerk to update on website.


119/26 Finance Report: 
119.1 To receive, consider and approve the bank reconciliations – The figures were checked against online banking during the meeting - Cllr Spiegl proposed to approve the bank reconciliations, seconded Cllr Burrows. 
119.2 To approve the following payments on payment schedule below: all approved. 
119.3 To sign the mandate to set up the Saffron Saving Account, Cllr Spiegl took the mandate so sign and to pass on to Cllr Smith on his return. 
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120/26 Planning
120.1 2025/0226/FUL - 6a Glebe Road – It was noted that complaints had been submitted to RCC regarding building works which appeared to differ from the approved planning application. Concerns were raised that the construction did not comply with the original planning permission and could affect neighbouring properties. It was agreed that the Parish Council would also submit a formal complaint to RCC; Clerk to submit complaint. 


121/26 Community Centre 
102.1 To receive and consider the report from the Community Centre Management Committee – No new updates.

122/26 To receive and consider the report from the CIL Group 
Cllr Burrows advised that three quotes had been received from architects to help prepare the Council for an outline planning application for the proposed community building. Cllr Burrows would arrange a meeting of the CIL Working Group to discuss the options. Once the architects had provided the pros and cons of each site, the Council would consult the village for their views. Cllrs also discussed the possibility of the church being used more for community events and felt it would be useful to understand whether residents would support both a new community building and increased use of the church for events.


123/26 Working groups and committees
123.1 The Finance Working Group had met and reviewed the quarterly financial summary, which showed that the Council was under budget overall for the year to date. Work had also been started on the draft budget for the next financial year.	

124/26  To discuss any updates from the community speedwatch correspondence.
Cllr Gorse reported that the Safety Camera Team had passed his correspondence on to the local police. Cllr Purves had also been reporting obscured and faded speed signs through FixMyStreet.
Cllrs discussed the need to follow up with Highways regarding the signage and agreed to approach the police with the Speedwatch results to seek their views and find out what would be required for police speed camera enforcement in the village. The Council would then follow up with Highways.
Clerk to contact Gale Waller about the process for getting speed signs for the gates at the entrances to the village.

125/26 AGAR Tasklist
The tasklist was circulated prior to the meeting, items have been completed and updating policies was in progress. 

126/26 To note the Clerk’s successful completion of the Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA) and to confirm implementation of the contractual one-point salary increase in accordance the Clerk’s Contract of Employment.
	
127/26 Items for next agenda 
	Complaint regarding hedge cutting.
	

128/26 Date of next meeting: 18th November

Close of meeting; 20.34pm.
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October schedule of payments

Payee Details  Total Payment

Cleared 

through bank 

as of 21/10 Powers 

Type of 

payment 

Clerk salary Payroll £268.94 LGHA 1989 S.7 BACS 

Clerk salary Standing Order £600.00 LGHA 1989 S.7 SO

HSBC Bank charges  £8.00 LGHA 1989 S.7 BACS

Zen Internet  IT costs and internet £42.00 £42.00LGHA 1972 s.266 DD

Rutland County Council New bin collection £1,478.88 LGA 1972 s.111 BACS

Total  £2,397.82 £42.00

Still to be paid  £2,355.82

Receipts 

Total  £0.00 £0.00


